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FROM 
THE 
SENIOR 
PASTOR 
 

 

Dear Congregation, 

I am excited to share with you that Marie Robertson has joined the staff team and 

has started serving as our Communications Specialist here at Dauphin Way United 

Methodist Church. In addition to her communication and organizational skills, Marie 

also has a love for music and a creative flair that is evident in her work. She and her 

husband Daniel play folk music in their duo called Webster’s Wheel and are moving 

here from the Auburn area. When I first called her, Marie told me they had been 

praying about where God might be leading them next, and I am so thankful that 

Dauphin Way UMC is a part of the next stage of their journey.  

Additionally, I shared with you last week our excitement to welcome Darrin Isaac as 

our new Director of Music and Worship. His appointment here will begin on 

February 3rd. And so, as we enter the season of Advent (a season of preparation and 

anticipation), I am continuing to prepare my heart for the new things that God is 

doing here at Dauphin Way UMC. While ordinary time roots us, the high holy days 

like Advent and Christmas inspire us. My prayer is that as we enter these seasons of 

preparation and celebration, our hearts will be open to receive the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit. I encourage you to create spaces in your life that God can work to 

inspire you – by participating in worship, by getting outside, by spending time with 

good friends, by noticing the stranger, by leaving your phone behind for some quiet 

time to think, by creating, by sharing, by serving. In Isaiah 43:19 God says, “I am 

about to do a new thing…” In this advent season, let’s watch and wait for the “new 

thing” together so that we can be a part of what God is doing.  

Grace and peace, 
Gillian 
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DECEMBER WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
This schedule is subject to change throughout the month.  

All changes will be communicated through our weekly “Along Dauphin Way” updates. 
 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 AM   Nursery       ED: 109; 110; 111 

8:20 AM   Chapel Worship Service    Chapel 

9:15 AM  Sunday School for Adults    Education Classrooms 
(Covenant Class: McDavid Library; Friends In Faith: E125; 
Faith Development SB101; Open Hearts Open Minds: 
Family Life Room) 

9:30 AM   Moore Hall Contemporary Worship Service  Moore Hall 

9:50 AM   Children’s Church (K5-3rd Grade)   ED: E215 

10:30 AM  Fellowship for Everyone     ED: E210 

10:30 AM  Youth Sunday School     The Refuge 

11:00 AM   Sanctuary Worship Service    Sanctuary 

11:20 AM   Children’s Church (K5-3rd Grade)   ED: E215 

4:00 PM Children’s Choirs (Except 8th, 15th; 22nd; 29th)    Choir Room 
(Cherub 4:00, Wesley 1; 4:45, Wesley 2; 4:00)  

4:00 PM  3rd Grade Bible (Except 8th; 15th; 22nd; 29th)   ED: E211 

5:00 PM  Children: Night Programming (Except 8th; 15th; 22nd; 29th)  ED: E213; E215; E217 
(Gardeners; M&M; Jump)    

5:00 PM  Confirmation (Except 8th; 15th; 22nd; 29th)    ED: E123 

5:00 PM   Youth: SNL/Dinner (Except 8th; 15th; 22nd; 29th)    Moore Hall 

6:00 PM  Corner Life Group     E208 
 

MONDAY 

7:00 AM   CDC Classes      CDC Center 

8:00 AM   Meals On Wheels     McGowin Hall; Kitchen 

9:00 AM   Society of Saint Stephen     SSS Offices 

10:00 AM   Prayer Group      Dill Parlor 

6:00 PM  Scout Meetings      ED: Upstairs 
 

TUESDAY 

7:00 AM   CDC Classes (Except 24th)     CDC Center 

7:00 AM   Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Except 24th)    McDavid Library 

8:00 AM   Meals On Wheels (Except 24th)    McGowin Hall; Kitchen 

9:00 AM   Society of Saint Stephen (Except 24th)   SSS Offices 

9:00 AM   Staff Meetings (Except 24th)     McDavid Library 

3:00 PM   Worship Review/Planning (Except 24th)   McDavid Library 
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4:00 PM  Basketball Practice (Except 24th)     Moore Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 AM  Youth Morning Devotion (Except 25th)    Off-Site: Carpi Diem 

7:00 AM   CDC Classes (Except 25th)     CDC Center 

8:00 AM   Meals On Wheels (Except 25th)    McGowin Hall; Kitchen 

9:30 AM   Prayer Shawl Ministry (Except 25th)    Family Life/Bishop Mtng.  

1:30 PM   Centering Prayer (Except 25th)    Dill Parlor 

6:30 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Except 25th)    Choir Room 

7:00 PM  Contemporary Worship Practice (Except 25th)   Moore Hall 
 

THURSDAY 

7:00 AM   CDC Classes      CDC Center 

8:00 AM   Meals On Wheels     McGowin Hall; Kitchen 

4:00 PM  Basketball Practice     Moore 
 

FRIDAY 

7:00 AM   CDC Classes      CDC Center 

8:00 AM   Meals On Wheels     McGowin Hall; Kitchen 
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DECEMBER AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, December 1 

4:30 PM  James Bible Study     E210 
 

Monday, December 2 

2:00 PM  Bishop State Choir Rehearsal    Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, December 3 

2:00 PM  Bishop State Choir Rehearsal    Sanctuary 
 
 
Thursday, December 5 

6:00 PM  Bishop State Christmas Program   Sanctuary 

6:00 PM  Guided By Grace     McDavid Library; Bishop’s  

Meeting Family Life 
Room; Dill Parlor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sunday, December 8 

4:00 PM  White Christmas Rehearsal    Sanctuary 

4:30 PM  James Bible Study     E210 

5:00 PM  Children’s Christmas Party    McGowin Hall 

5:00 PM  Youth Christmas Party     Moore Hall 
   

Tuesday, December 10 

12:00 PM  Long Goodbye      Bishop’s Meeting Room 

12:00 PM  Trustees Meeting     McDavid Library 

5:00 PM  Racial Justice and Reconciliation   ZOOM Meeting 

6:00 PM       DWUMC Staff Christmas Party    Off-Site: Moore Home 

7:00 PM   Compassionate Friends    Moore Hall; McGowin  

Hall; Gym Kitchen 
 

Wednesday, December 11 

12:00 PM  Tools of Hope      Bishop’s Meeting Room 
 

Saturday, December 14 

TBA   White Christmas Rehearsal    Sanctuary 

3:00 PM  White Christmas Reception Preparation  McGowin Hall 
 

Sunday, December 15 

5:30 PM  White Christmas     Sanctuary 

7:00 PM  White Christmas Reception    McGowin Hall  
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Monday, December 16 

6:00 PM  Cub Scout Christmas Party    Moore Hall 
 

Thursday, December 20 

6:00 PM   Young Adult Gathering    TBD    
 

Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve 

All Day:   Church Offices are Closed 

All Day:   CDC is Closed 

10:30 AM  Children’s Christmas Eve Service   Sanctuary 

4:00 PM  Contemporary Christmas Eve Service   Moore Hall 

6:30 PM  Traditional Christmas Eve Service   Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday, December 25: Christmas Day 

All Day:   Church Offices are Closed 

All Day:   CDC is Closed 
 

Friday, December 27 

4:00 PM  Knott/Dawson Wedding Rehearsal   Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, December 28 

12:00 PM  Knott/Dawson Wedding    Sanctuary 
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CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 
November was a month of growth and learning 

in our Children’s Ministry! During our regular 

Sunday morning and evening programming, our 

kids engaged deeply with God’s Word and built 

meaningful connections with each other. The 

3rd-grade Bible class has been learning how to 

read Bible passages deeply and developing skills 

to help them explore scripture with insight and 

understanding. Our M&M (1st-3rd grade) and 

Gardeners (K4-K5) groups are studying the 

book of Ruth, discovering themes of loyalty, 

faith, and God's provision. Meanwhile, JUMP 

(4th and 5th grade) is exploring the spiritual gifts of outreach by learning about 

meaningful ways to share Christ’s love with others. In Children’s Church, we 

completed our journey through the Old Testament, and as Advent begins, we’ll step 

into the New Testament, where the story of Jesus takes center stage. 

Looking ahead, we’re thrilled about what December has in store! Join us for our 

Children’s Christmas Party on Friday, December 8, from 5:00-6:00 PM in McGowin 

Hall. Families will travel “around the world” to explore how different cultures 

celebrate Christmas. Each station will feature activities, snacks, and fun facts from 

various countries, culminating in a craft you can take home. Then, on Sunday, 

December 24 at 10:30 AM, we’ll gather for our Christmas Eve Family Service. The 

children’s Christmas pageant will bring the Nativity story to life, sharing the wonder 

of Christ’s birth through their voices and hearts. 

As we approach the new year, please keep the 3rd-5th Grade Winter Retreat on your 

calendars for February 7-9, 2025, at Blue Lake Camp in Andalusia. Please register on 

our website! 

Finally, thank you to our amazing Sunday night volunteers who have poured their 

time and energy into making this fall a success. Your dedication has made a 

meaningful impact on our children and families, and we are so grateful for you. 

Rachel Broughton, Children’s Ministry Director 
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YOUTH MINISTRY
We have had a busy couple of months within 

the youth. October was a month full of 

pumpkins. We were open for a total of 33 days 

beginning on September 29th and had a 

wonderful, if not tiring, time selling pumpkins, 

hosting field trips, and raising money for our 

youth. At the end of it all, we brought in 

$38,420.65 of which $32,876.65 was money 

from pumpkin sales. After subtracting the 

money we sen to our pumpkin vendor and our 

costs, we ended up making $17,905.06. This 

money is going to go a long way in making our 

mission trip to Puerto Rico this summer more 

affordable for our youth!  

Among all the pumpkins, we continued with our regular Sunday night programming. 

Our October series for SNL, “On Your Own”, focused on Godly friendships and was a 

timely topic at that point in our youth’s school year. We also had our Halloween party 

at the end of the month. We had a great time as we enjoyed hotdogs and hamburgers, 

candy, pumpkin painting, 9-square, karaoke, and each other’s company. Our costume 

contest winners for the party were Cam Davidson and Bella Clark who went as each 

other.  

November has been a thankfully slower month for the youth. We have had our regular 

Sunday night programming and that’s been about it. The SNL series in November was 

“Unafraid,” where we talked about how God can help us through our difficult 

moments. At the beginning of the month, SALT met and finalized the theme for our 

Christmas Party which will be “Christmas Cinema.” Our youth are encouraged to dress 

as their favorite Christmas movie character as we celebrate the end of the semester on 

December 8th. Along with our celebration, we will be having a warm clothes drive.  

A huge thank you is needed for all of those who volunteered at the Pumpkin Patch. 

Without our volunteers, the Pumpkin Patch and the simultaneous programming would 

not be possible. A thank you is also needed for all of the youth leaders who helped keep 

SNL rolling throughout the chaos of the Pumpkin Patch. 

 

Andrew Peeler, Youth Ministry Director 
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PASTORAL REPORTS 
Rev. Wilson Newell 

Lately, I have been singing the words to a Ben Rector song called “The Richest Man 

in the World.” It could have something to do with the birth of our third daughter, 

Florence, on November 1. I have 3 girls instead of a girl and two boys, but the 

thought rings true! Here is the chorus: 

 

I am the richest man in the world 

Father to a baby girl 

And two boys that I know loved me 

Was famous to a few good friends 

And beside me til the end 

Was my wife who is so lovely 

And I don't know who could ask for any more 

No I could not have dreamed of any more 

I'm the richest man in the world 

The richest man in the world 

What if we measured riches not by the accumulation of wealth but by the love in our 

lives? What if fame was less about the quantity of people who know us and more 

about the quality of our relationships? At the end of the day, that’s what truly 

matters.  

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

No matter what you have done wrong, however rough life is, however difficult the 

circumstances you find yourself in, all of us can name one good thing in our lives. 

That good thing comes from God. 

Perhaps the most powerful line of Ben Rector’s song is the bridge. It goes like this:  

You can spend your whole life wanting what you don't have 

Or you can find the beauty in the things you do 

It is easy to focus on the things we want but don’t have, but each of us is blessed 

with beautiful gifts. Our family is not only grateful for the birth of Florence Lucille 

but for the love and support of our church family in this season. What are the good 

things in your life? If it is good, it is a gift from God! Take time this week to thank 

God for your good and perfect gifts. Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
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Rev. Kathy Jorgensen 
 
As we gather this month for the season of 

thanks-giving my heart is full of all the 

wonderful ways our church members reach 

out to other in helping ways. We have the best 

volunteers in the city of Mobile. That is why 

we are all call to be ministers of our faith. This 

church home we call Dauphin Way UMC 

could not do what it does for other in the 

church and in our community without each of 

you serving in such significant ways…thank 

you. I am grateful for each and every one of 

you and the many different ways you are 

called to be the church. 

This has been a busy month in our support groups. Thanksgiving and Christmas 

tend to be a heavier time for those dealing with grief and losses. In just the past 

several weeks we have lost 4 members of our church family. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Diane Susan Tonsmeire Johnson in the loss of her husband Steve, 

Richard Cross in the loss of his wife Sarah, Percy Johnston’s family in his death this 

month and Cleta Kay in the death of her husband Bill. May we keep each of these 

families in our prayers in the days ahead.  

Each of our support groups had a meal together and a devotional thought on how 

gratitude can balance sadness and loss during the season of Thanksgiving. 

 

In this season of 

anticipation, I look forward 

to all the ways God will 

continue to use the people 

of Dauphin Way to spread 

his hope and love in our 

church and community.  
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TRUSTEES 

The church ended October with a surplus of $61,780.41. The year-to-

date deficit is $106,582.89.  

The capital fund balance as of 10/31/2024 is $272,644.84. This 

number is expected to be reduced to $217,127.69 as we finish all of 

the projects that have been approved and are ongoing. 

Camera installation is now complete and the conversion to Microsoft 

Teams is underway. Also underway is the process of moving the 

CDC’s entrance to the Breezeway. That work is expected to be 

finished shortly.  

As the church council knows, we will be using PCE for the upcoming 

HVAC repairs/replacement. We spent a good portion of this month’s 

meeting discussing financing that work. We have pulled together a pot 

of $300,000 ($100,000 each from trustees, finance, and the 

foundation). We also have approximately $200,000 available in the 

Glo & Bill Welch fund. A church member has indicated his intention 

to donate $100,000 to the effort. Wilson has also filled out a grant 

application for non-profits with the Department of Energy and hopes 

we may be awarded up to $100,000. All of this is a good starting point 

before the capital campaign begins.  

Amelia Driscoll, Trustee Secretary 
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FINANCE 

The Finance Committee met on Tuesday, November 19 and reviewed the October financial 

statements. The month ended with a profit of $61,780 bringing the year-to-date to a deficit 

of $106,583. The Child Development Center (CDC) ended the month with a deficit of 

$7,919, bringing the year-to-date to a deficit of $12,695. It should be noted that October was 

a three payroll month for the CDC and the annual audit fees and officer insurance were paid 

during the month.  

The stewardship committee, chaired by Richard Byrd, were very thorough and did a 

wonderful job on the stewardship campaign. As of today, we have received 23 additional 

pledges for 2025 than 2024, an increase in pledged giving of roughly $73,438, and follow-ups 

are still occurring! I would like to commend these committee members for their time and 

service over the last few months and our congregation for their faithful response to God's 

call through Dauphin Way.  

We have begun the budgeting process for 2025 using the updated numbers from the 

stewardship campaign. While we should absolutely celebrate the increase in pledges, we have 

to also prepare for the expected rise of fixed costs. At this time, it is important to be aware 

that we are still projecting a budget deficit of an estimated $190,000. We have not yet made 

any budget cuts, as we continue to receive pledge cards; however, we will finalize a proposed 

budget during December's committee meeting and may have to do so. I share this with the 

hope that you will be praying for this budget gap to close and, if you feel led, to consider 

increasing your pledge for 2025. We are so grateful that God continues to provide 

abundantly for Dauphin Way year after year!  

Ann-Brooks Morrisette, Finance Committee Chair  
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MILESTONES & MEMORIALS 
 

CELEBRATIONS 

 

We rejoice in the birth of Florence Lucille Newell, who was born on November 1. Proud 

parents are Olivia and Wilson Newell. 

 

We rejoice in the marriage of Rachel Larry and Richard Foster, who were married at 

Dauphin Way on November 2. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
We welcome our newest member Andrea Mills who has joined Dauphin Way. 
 
We welcome our newest member Bethany Jones who has joined Dauphin Way.  

 

SYMPATHIES 

 

We extend love and sympathy to the family of Percy Johnston who died on November 4. 

 

We extend love and sympathy to the family of Bill Hanebuth who died on November 23. 

 

HONORARIUMS AND MEMORIALS 

 

In Memory of  Sarah Cross 

John & Phyllis Mostellar 

John & Betty Stone 

Kimi & Allen Oaks 

Shannon & Tony Wallace 

Barney March 

 
In Memory of  Percy Johnston 

Anne & Edward Oppenheimer 

Kathy Ramige 

 

In Memory of  Bill Hanebuth 

Ernest Bulwinkle, III 

 

In Honor of  Jo Ann Hodges 

Elizbeth & Lewis Reditt 

Lee Hoagland 
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